
For the owners of Oceandiva, their £25 million party boat is a vision of the future

that will revolutionise Britain’s hospitality business.

Residents along the river on which it will run are less enthusiastic, with some

convinced that the 86m, 1,000-capacity vessel is a battleship that will wage war

on their sleep.

Oceandiva, longer than any commercial airliner, was due to arrive in Britain this

week after being towed across the Channel from the Netherlands, where it was

built. Weather thwarted its journey to the Thames, where it will be the river’s

biggest party boat, but its problems may only be starting.

The last time its owners applied for a 3am alcohol and entertainment licence

from Newham borough council, the application received a record 980

submissions, overwhelmingly objections from residents in the nearby boroughs

of Southwark, Greenwich and Tower Hamlets. Critics said that the volume of

complaints made it one of the most controversial licensing applications in

London.

Smart Group, the entertainment company that owns the boat, withdrew the

application and is expected to restart the process in July after attempting to

persuade residents by inviting them on board.
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Chloe Jackson, managing director of Smart Group, described Oceandiva as “the

first carbon neutral-powered vessel on the River Thames, revolutionising

London’s hospitality sector”. She said it would contribute £65 million to the

economy over five years.

“Our priority is to ensure that our operation [is] safe, sustainable and a good

neighbour to the communities in which we operate,” Jackson said, promising a

“comprehensive programme of engagement with local authorities and

residential communities prior to submitting a licensing application later this

year”.

Although the boat will serve alcohol to guests while in several boroughs it need

only obtain a licence from Newham because that is where it will be docked when

not in use.

Campaigners said it was a quirk in the law that removed the need for a licence

from Southwark, where partygoers will board and disembark.

Rachel Bentley, the Liberal Democrat councillor for the area around Butler’s

Wharf, where Oceandiva is due to receive guests, said that her council had no

power over licensing. “The clientele they are hoping to attract are not going to

want to schlep out to Newham,” she said. “They have bought the pier at Butler’s

Wharf, which is the only pier in London they can currently use.”

Bentley believes that Smart Group withdrew its last application in the hope that

opposition would dissolve. “But, if anything, the passage of time has made

people more organised. You now have residents’ groups in Tower Hamlets,

Newham, Southwark and Greenwich.”

She said that her constituents were doubly worried, not only about noisy parties

but the impact of guests spilling oa the boat at 3am into narrow, cobbled streets

and struggling to find taxis to take them home. Smart Group declined to say

whether its new application would seek to serve alcohol until 3am or an earlier

cut-oa point.

“I can’t see us finding a consensus based on the current state of aaairs,” Bentley

said. “It’s enormous — much bigger than any other boat operation on the Thames

in this capacity. If anything, people are getting more anti rather than less.”

ADVERTISEMENT

Paul Crosbie, a resident of Shad Thames for more than 20 years, said: “It doesn’t

matter whether [the finishing time] is 8pm or 10am, you’ll still have a

disturbance. There will also be an impact on the view — it’s like a battleship.

“It’s not that people object to the principle of the boat. It’s just that it’s too big

and will cause too much of a disturbance. There are no conditions that are

satisfactory.”

Crosbie said that it was unifying people from all walks of life. “Up till now, the

Oceandiva operators have been trying to stress that [protest is coming from] a

privileged few but it’s not. There’s a lot of social housing on the river — they’re

objecting as well.”

Caroline Pidgeon, leader of the Liberal Democrats at the Greater London

Assembly, said that it was clearly an unsuitable events space. “There’s a basic

right to be able to get a decent sleep. It could be the most controversial licensing

application London has ever faced,” she said.

Bentley said that she recognised that Smart Group had invested £25 million in

the project. “Personally,” she said, “I think there are cities in the world where it

would be great: Dubai, Singapore, New York.”
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J JJohnson
11 HOURS AGO

Having lived by the Thames, the party boats are already quite noisy, and they definitely 
don't have 1,000 people on them.  Good luck to the objectors!
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9 HOURS AGO

Have you thought about Surrey?
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C Charles McLaren
11 HOURS AGO

Smart group claim it will be carbon neutral. They tried to build a single charging point 
without planning permission so now it will have to run/ charge it’s massive lithium 
battery bank on its own diesel generators. Like all the party boats and high speed 
clippers it will discharge raw sewage into ...
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K kelvin Crawford
9 HOURS AGO

I've checked, and my backside is far from carbon neutral. Should I have it plugged, 
or should I be sanctioned?

Reply ·· Recommend (9) ·· Share

J John Kelly
2 HOURS AGO

Hurrah, I'm sure Greta and her buddies will love it!  Now all it needs to be is pooh, 
pee, vomit and noise neutral to please the rest of us.
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J Jack R Spellman
7 HOURS AGO

I have a wry view about this. I lived for a couple years in the last decade in a flat facing 
the river in Greenwich. I thought of a peaceful setting, sun sets, breeze from the river 
on hot days, sipping beer on my balcony. Instead it was just about the noisiest place I 
have ever lived. Noise from e...
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S Suzanne Stringer
11 HOURS AGO

Sounds like my idea of hell. 
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N Nick Sankey
11 HOURS AGO

A normal nightclub that size works because people drift out through the night. But this 
traps people onboard the whole night then will have a big surge, it looks too big for a 
lot of drunk people to exit simultaneously without standing singing o street corners 
waiting for Ubers etc. not needed, rep...
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C C bonedtyler
3 HOURS AGO

Overwhelming majority of clubbers go home at closing time
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M M Osborne
38 MINUTES AGO

And it will be nigh on impossible for people to get home. The streets are narrow 
with no room for a new taxi rank, Shad Thames itself is pedestrianised. The 
nearest taxi ranks are 15mins walk away.  Right now it's hard to get an uber at all 
from Shad Thames in the daytime, never mind 1,000 ubers at...
See moreSee more
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C Charlie Lethaby
11 HOURS AGO

Sounds like great fun
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O Oliver Fairhurst
10 HOURS AGO

As someone who remembers the horror that was the Tuxedo Princess that used to be 
docked in Newcastle, and you could get oV whenever you pleased, this sounds like a 
nightmare for the punters let alone the residents. 
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J Jack Scarlett
9 HOURS AGO

Not being pedantic but if my drunken memory serves me right it was moored on 
the Gateshead side of the Tyne.

(Edited)
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A Al Speirs
7 HOURS AGO

Don't diss the Tuxedo Princess/Royale - they were fun as a student.
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M Ms J Robinson
11 HOURS AGO

Put it out in the North Sea. No one will hear it there 
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1 reply

C Chris Gott
3 HOURS AGO

According to the article it is now the Channel which lies between the UK, and 
Holland.
Quite a geographical shift, I'm surprised nobody noticed.

(Edited)
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D D Hale
10 HOURS AGO

Not in my backwater!
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D D H Barber
9 HOURS AGO

Sounds ideal for housing asylum seekers.
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K kelvin Crawford
9 HOURS AGO

The Asylum seekers should be Conservative frot bench .
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